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failed in the attempt, he was reduced to making a treaty with Amur-ath by which Constantinople became tributary to the Turkish Sultan in 1381. Serbia and Bosnia joined in a desperate struggle to resist the Ottoman. A Turkish victory at Kossava was followed by the assassination of Amurath and the accession of his son, Bajazet I, Serbia submitted; Bulgaria was conquered and annexed. Hungary was now threatened. Her king, Sigismund (afterwards Emperor), sought to stem the tide by gathering to his banners the chivalry of Western Europe; the Christian forces were disastrously routed at the Battle of Nicopolis in 1396.
Manuel, the son and successor of John V., was fain to seize the opportunity of Sigismund's crusade in order to break free from the yolk imposed by the Ottoman upon the Greek Empire. Bajazet, therefore, presently turned his arms against Constantinople itself, laying siege to it, and would probably have captured it if he had not been called away by a more pressing danger. Once more there had arisen in Central Asia a mighty warrior, Timur of Turkestan, commonly called Tamerlame, Tiwur-i-leng, Timur the Lame, who swept through Asia at the head of devastating hordes, a pestilence with no mission but destruction. Lord at first of only a small district in Turkestan, Timur gradually raised himself to a supremacy which won for him recognition as the Great Khan. He flung himself upon Persia, swept into India as far as Delhi, swept back again, and then burst upon the Ottomans in the west. Bajazet marched against him, but was utterly overthrown and taken prisoner at the battle of Angora. Caprice turned the conqueror eastward, and he was on his way to fall upon China, instead of upon Europe, when death ended his career. But his onslaught had paralyzed for the time the Ottoman Power. In Asia it seemed to have been broken up alto-, gether.
Yet, in Europe, the Christians entirely failed to seize their opportunity for combining, and ejecting the Ottomans. Twenty years after the battle of Angora, Amurath II. was again besieging Constantinople. Again the siege was raised by the Sultan, who was called away to suppress a revolt in Asia Minor; yet Manuel was so convinced of the uselessness of resistance that he returned to his old submission and increased his tribute.
Amurath left Manuel's successor, John VL, in peace, himself finding; sufficient occupation elsewhere. For Serbia again headed a league against the Turks which was joined by Bosnia and ultimately by: Hungary. The re-entry of Hungary checked the tide of Amurath's successes against the Slavonic states; for Hungary was reinforced/ by Poland, since, on the death of the Hapsburg king, Albeit, the Jlagyar kingdom offered its crown to the Jagellon King of Poland